
                               NEXT WEEK AT HMPC 
Acolyte – Ian Parker 
Crucifer – Hope Whitehurst 
Children’s Church – Katie Schultz 
 

                  BIBLE STUDIES  
Tuesday          7:30 a.m.        Men’s Morning Bible Study 
Tuesday                8:30 a.m.       Women’s Morning Bible Study 
Tuesday            2:30 p.m.       Women’s Afternoon Bible Study 
Tuesday  7:00 p.m.          Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) 
Wednesday          9:15 a.m.         Women’s Small Group  
     
 

                               GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     

                                        

Potted Poinsettias will be available again this year for  
members of the congregation to give In Memory Of and/ 
or In Honor Of.   They will be $9.00 per unit.  The cost  
will be the same whether a double or single name.   
For example:  Mr. & Mrs. John Smith - $9.00 or Miss  

Jane Doe - $9.00.  Please contact the church office by  
December 13th if you are interested in purchasing a poinsettia to  
be placed in the sanctuary and/or narthex during the Christmas season.   
We will be using sixty (60) white poinsettias.   For your convenience,  
representatives from the Worship Committee will be outside in front  
of the church taking orders for the poinsettias from today through 
December 13th .            
 

 
             ADVENT WREATHS 
Look at any picture of Howard Memorial taken during the 
 Advent and Christmas seasons over the past 35 years  
and you’ll see beautiful wreaths decorating the front doors.   

That tradition was begun in the 1970’s when the Reverend Bob Burns  
gathered a group of women together to make the wreaths.  One of those  
original ladies was Geraldine ‘Dene’ Whitley.  Even after the group stopped 
making the wreaths, Dene continued the tradition.  Just as sure as the  
congregation would sing, “O Come All Ye Faithful” during the holidays, there  
would be two beautiful magnolia wreaths on the front door.  Each year she 
dedicated them in memory of her husband Roger.  This year Dene and  
Roger’s daughter, Jerry Bobbitt, her husband Jack and their children’s  
families are placing the wreaths on the front doors of Howard Memorial in  
memory of Dene and Roger who faithfully served HMPC for so many years. 
 
                         CHRISTMAS FUND MINISTRY  
The HMPC Christmas Fund Ministry began over three decades ago.  During  
that time, we have served many of those in need of assistance in our community.   
This year our church will again adopt families needing help.  We are asking for  
monetary donations for these families.  Please join us in reaching out to those  
in need.  Also, if you can help by shopping for the families, please contact 
the church office at 823-4138. 
 
The Worship Committee wishes to thank all the helping hands who organized,  
cleaned, decorated and beautified the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas 
season. 

             

               HOWARD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
303 East St. James Street 

Tarboro, North Carolina 27886 
Telephone:  252-823-4138/4139 

Website:  www.howardmemorial.org 
 

THE SESSION 
Benjamin Kane, Moderator 

C.W. Mayo, IV, Clerk of Session (2015) 
 

Committee Moderators of the Session 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Elder Class in parenthesis) 

 

 

 

 

                                                            Staff 
Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane, Pastor 

      Children’s Education & Music Director�����������Katie Schultz 
      Director of Music/Organist.�����..���������Bill Hilderbrandt 
      Finance Administrator������������������.Gail Hussey 
      Office Administrator/Facilities...���������������.Joy Acree 
      Sexton������������������������ Arthur Walker 

                                              
 
                             

                        “Praying the Congregation Through the Year” 
We are a community of faith that seeks to share each other's joys and concerns.   
To that end, the worship committee and Rev. Kane decided to "Pray the  
Congregation Through the Year."  During the Prayers of the People Ben will pray  
for five to seven members.  We invite you to continue to pray for those individuals 
throughout the week.  If you desire to be bold in your faith, ask those five to seven 
people if there are specific prayers you could offer during the week.                                 
As the Apostle Paul proclaimed, "We are to pray without ceasing."  

~~~ 
Cents-Ability offering total last week was $95.00 and 475 meals. 
Thank you for your generosity.   

~~~ 
Parents please remember to have your children dressed in period costumes for the 
Children’s Christmas Eve service at 4:30 p.m.  

     

               

        
 
 
 

                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

"We are united in the belief that Jesus Christ is Lord and 
Savior and in the transforming power of God's                      

love and grace. We seek to follow the Word of God                
and remain committed to service and mission both          

locally and beyond." 
 

December 6, 2015 
2nd Sunday in Advent 

Holy Communion 
Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 

       
 

        GATHERING 
As we gather together to worship God, we invite you                         

to please use these verses from Psalm 85: 8-10 to prepare your 
heart and mind for worship. 

 
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,  
for he will speak peace to his people,  
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,  
that his glory may dwell in our land. 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
righteousness and peace will kiss each other. (Psalm 85: 8-10) 
 

 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS        

      The Lord be with you! 
      And also with you! 

 
PRELUDE                      Reverie         G. Martin 

 

Christian Education 

Lynn Taylor (2016) 
Congregational Life 

Ellen Clark (2015) 
June Cherry (2015) 

Facilities 

Greg Sessoms (2017) 
Harry Doughtie (2017) 

Finance and Stewardship 

Tom Cordle (2017) 
Beth Brinson (2015) 

Bill Clark (2017) 
 

Membership Development 

Betsy Davis (2016) 
Ellington Smoot (2017) 

Mission and Christian Witness 

Kelly Parker (2016) 
Stuart Sanderson (2016) 

Worship 

Carnell Lamm (2016) 
Nancy Whitehurst (2015) 

 



 
LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE IN THE ADVENT WREATH   

                                                           The Peters Families 
Can you hear it? 
What is it? 
God’s Word is coming. 
We’re listening. We’re eager to hear. 
A voice cries out and declares the Promise of Peace. 
We stand in awe. 
Things are going to even out in the world. 
All people will embrace each other. 
Today we light the candle of Peace. 
(Light the second candle.) 
Our peace comes from God. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY     

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Loving God, you sent your prophet John 
to prepare your way among us, 
to call us to repentance and make our 
pathways straight. 
Strengthen us to live lives of steadfast love 
and faithfulness 
as we await the Messiah’s return, 
that all may see your reign of peace 
through your just and gracious rule.  Amen. 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #88           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
                 (vs. 1, 2, 3 & 7) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 God does not want anyone to perish, 
 but rather for all to come to repentance. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins, 
for God’s salvation is at hand. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Faithful God, we confess that we have not led lives  
of holiness. 
We suffer from impatience, apathy, and greed; 
we have not been at peace. 
We repent of these offenses and turn to you in love. 
Forgive our iniquity and pardon our sins, 
that we may walk in righteousness to the glory 
of your name.  Amen 
 

HYMN #288     Spirit of the Living God 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall a fresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
 
 

 
DECLARATION AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Brothers and sisters, 
by the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven, 
for salvation is at hand for all who turn to God. 

 
*RESPONSE TO GOD’S FORGIVENESS                            Hymn #583 

                                       Glory to God   
             Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
             Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

    TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                      Katie Schultz 
          
    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                        Faye Price 
                                                             

 THE FIRST READING                    Mark 1: 1-4                          (p. #34)  
     

 ANTHEM               Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus           R. Hobby 
                                                                 

 THE SECOND READING             Isaiah 40: 1-11                    (p. #667)     
                                                              
 HOMILY                “Where’s Your Hope”        Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane  
                           

                      Questions for Reflection 
The prophet Isaiah announces good news:  God comforts and strengthens 
a wearied and exiled people in preparation for their homeward journey.   
Mark’s Gospel announces the good news of God in Jesus Christ:   
God comes to turn the world right side up and baptize us with the Holy 
Spirit. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Messiah, what is the 
beginning of God’s good news in your life, and how will it change the way        
you approach this season of expectation and hope? 

  
*HYMN #108             Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

                 vs. 1, 2 & 3) 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                            Confession of 1967  
      Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus.  His faith and  
      obedience was the response of the perfect child of God.  He  
     was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning  
      of the new creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity.  He  
      gave history its meaning and direction and called the church  
     to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.  

                                     
                THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERING 
                                
OFFERTORY                       Priere              A. Guilmant  
        
*DOXOLOGY                                            Hymn #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

           
  
 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

                   INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
                  THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us open our hearts. 
We open them to our God. 
Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God. 
It is right to lift up thanks and praise. 
Great Deliverer, how wondrous are your deeds! 
You created the world 
and all that is in it. 
All glory and honor are yours, eternal God, 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
Sanctus-Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory, glory be to Thee, O Lord most 
high.  Amen. 

           The Words of Institution 
           The Bread and the Cup Shared 
           Prayer after Communion and Lord’s Prayer 
 

                           SENDING 
 

*HYMN #87                Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
 

BENEDICTION 
                                               

POSTLUDE        Sortie                            G. Blake  
 
 
                                         A warm and sincere welcome to one and all! 
                                It is a genuine pleasure to gather as God’s people, 
                                           to open ourselves to the presence of God  
                                                     and to praise God with loving hearts.  
   
 

                     All late arrivals to worship will be seated during the first hymn,  
                              after the Time with Children or during the hymn following the Homily. 
 
 

                                              THE USHERS FOR NOVEMBER ARE: 
                                            Kelly Parker, Head Usher  
                   Bryan & Judy Mayo, Sallie Carlisle, Whit Fountain,  
                                                   Ben C. & Pam Mayo, Maxie & Deanie Coker                       
       

        MORNING WORSHIP 
The Acolyte this morning – Andrew Sessoms 
The Crucifer this morning – Chris Brown 
Children’s Church – Katie Schultz  
 

                                                                        THIS WEEK 
 TODAY  2:30 p.m. -  Worship Committee Meeting 

    4:30 p.m. -  Youth Ensemble Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. -  Youth Shop for Needy Families 

Wednesday    7:30 p.m. -  Adult Choir Rehearsal         


