
BIBLE STUDIES 
 Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 7:30a in Session Room 

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 8:30a in Parlor Studying 1 Peter 
 Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 2:30p in Parlor 
  Studying 12 Amazing Women of the Bible 

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday at 9:15a in Session Room 
studying lectionary passages and the art of writing 

 

All of these Bible studies are open to anyone wishing to deepen his or her faith.  
Please talk to Ben about which Bible study would be best for you as we are all 
called to nurture our faith in Christ through the discipline of studying 
scripture. 
                               
SAVE THE DATE 

 

TODAY: Lessons and Carols Worship Service. Our choir will lead us 
in worship on this Sunday with songs and scripture.  

  Calvary Parish Presents George Frideric Handel’s 
Messiah at 7p at Calvary Episcopal Church.  Members of 
HMPC’s choir have joined with other churches to present this 
wonderful musical piece for our community.  Admission is 
free and doors open at 6:15p.  There will also be a silent 
auction following the performance.  

 

Sunday, December 18: Family Advent Worship Service. Members of 
every generation will participate in proclaiming the gospel of 
Christ’s birth.  Come to hear reflections from church members 
as well as the beautiful voices of our children and youth.   

 

Christmas Eve, December 24: Children’s and Family Service at 
4:30p and Candlelight and Communion Service at 8p.  

 

Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day Worship at 11a.  This will be a 
casual service of joy and excitement, celebrating the birth of 
Christ.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Shopping for Families in Need: Each year HMPC shops for families 
in need of presents for the holidays.  We need your help and 
you can donate money, time or both!  Please see Kelly Parker, 
David Anderson or Michael Peters if you wish to help out by 
donating money or if you’d be willing to shop for one or more 
of these families.  It is a gift to be a light into God’s world by 
bringing Christ’s light to a family in need.   

                                          
    Poinsettias: Today is the last Sunday to purchase poinsettias.  You 

can fill out the form in the pews or in the main office.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
HOWARD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

303 East St. James Street 
Tarboro, North Carolina 27886 
Telephone:  252-823-4138/4139 

Website:  www.howardmemorial.org 
 

THE SESSION 
Benjamin Kane, Moderator 

C.W. Mayo, IV, Clerk of Session (2018) 
 

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION 
Christian Education 
Lynn Taylor (2016) 

Bonnie Whitehurst (2018) 
Congregational Life 

Ellen Clark (2018) 
Martha Creech (2016) 

Facilities 
Harry Doughtie (2017) 
Greg Sessoms (2017) 

Finance and Stewardship 
Tom Cordle (2017) 
Beth Brinson (2018) 

Bill Clark (2018) 
Membership Development  

Ellington Smoot (2017) 
Mission and Christian Service 

Kelly Parker (2016) 
Worship 

Carnell Lamm (2016) 
Adam Schultz (2018) 

(Elder Class in parentheses) 
 

Staff 
Pastor………………………...……………Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
Children’s Education & Music Director………..………Katie Schultz 
Director of Music/Organist.…………………………Bill Hilderbrandt 
Office Administrator and Finance..……………………...Angie Gregg 
Sexton………………………………………………… Arthur Walker 
            
      

A NOTE ABOUT THE SILENCE IN WORSHIP 
In a world full of noise and clatter, we come into this sacred sanctuary to 
experience the Triune God.  It is not an escape from the world, but it is also not an 
extension of the world.  It is a space God creates.  And we respond to it by praying, 
singing, confessing, lamenting, praising, reading scripture, preaching and extending 
hospitality to each other.  As a way to perpetuate the sacredness of this space and 
our time together we’ve incorporated more silence into our worship.  God speaks in 
the silence, when we take the time to listen carefully; and in the silence of our lives, 
we better understand our calls as Christians.  The silence is a time to think, pray, 
lament, offer praise, or to allow your mind to wander.  May the silence be another 
means through which we glorify our God.  

 
 
 
                                        
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
                                                                

 
 
 

 
“We are united in the belief that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and in the 
transforming power of God's love and grace. We seek to follow the Word of 
God and remain committed to service and mission both locally and beyond." 

 
December 11, 2016 

Third Sunday in Advent 
Service of Lessons and Carols 

    
GATHERING 

 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
      The Lord be with you! 
      And also with you! 
  Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ.   
 
     PRELUDE                     In Dulci Jubilo      P. Manz
             

   The season of Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year.  As we 
anticipate the joy of Christmas morning, celebrating the birth of Jesus we are 

called to wait during Advent.  The scriptures we read, the prayers we pray, and 
the hymns we sing all aim to slow us down and make us aware of our 

participation in preparing for Jesus’ birth.  The candles we light at the 
beginning of the service highlight the emotions we experience as we wait.  This 

morning on the Third Sunday in Advent we light the candles of hope, 
preparation (peace) and love. We invite you to ponder where you feel love and 

where you can extend love as you prepare for Christ’s birth.   
 
 
 
 



 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES         Doughtie Family 
 On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of love, 
 so that it might be a beacon of your heavenly light in this world.  

We also light the candles of hope and preparation as we anticipate the 
birth of Christ.   
May this wreath shine brightly for all your world to see.  
                               

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                            
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
  

You love justice, O Lord.  Plant within us this same love for what 
is right, that we might live it and be a beacon of your heavenly 
light.  We pray all of this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 *HYMN #140                     Once in Royal David’s City 
                      (Verse 1-Soloist-Dakota Sorie; Verses 2-4 All)
  
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 We gather in this space as imperfect humans.  

And so we acknowledge our shortcomings and confess our sins 
against God and one another.                          

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

We confess that we are often too preoccupied to notice your 
presence among us to share the wonder of your indwelling, 
and to proclaim the mystery that is the coming of salvation.  
Forgive us for being centered on our own drama,  
our imagined crises,  
and our own lives.  
Bring us back to you through the power of your forgiveness.  
(Silent prayers.)                         

  
RESPONSE OF CONFESSION                

O HOLY CHILD OF BETHLEHEM 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great tidings tell; 
O Come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel 

 

DECLARATION AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS              
The Lord is with us, bringing forgiveness, 
hope, love and everlasting life.  
No sin, no distraction, no misstep is great enough to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ.  Let us rejoice in God’s forgiveness.  
Amen.  

 
*RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE                                

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO! 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

THE WORD  
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN            Katie Schultz
                                                                                                               
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Steve Brittain          

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.                                                    

 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7              Steve Brittain  
CAROL       “Veni, Veni Emmanuel (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 
                                
SECOND READING  Isaiah 60:1-6, 19                   Cindy Brittain   
CAROL                “People Look East” 
                                                          
THIRD READING  Luke 1:26-35,38      Sara Whitehurst 
CAROL               “The Angel Gabriel” 
 
FOURTH READING  Luke 2:1-7             Ellen Clark 
CAROL            “He is Born, the Divine Christ Child” 
 
FIFTH READING  Luke 2:8-14         Diane LeFiles 
*HYMN # 118                    While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
 
SIXTH READING  Luke 2:15-16                        Lynn Taylor 
CAROL                “What Sweeter Music” Soloist Avery Sorie   
           
SEVENTH READING   Luke 2:17-20         Inez Ribustello            
CAROL           Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 
 
EIGHTH READING  Matthew 2:1-11             Bill Goode 
CAROL          We Three Kings of Orient Are 
          
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Nicene Creed (Hymnal, p 34)                                     
. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 
THE EUCHARIST 

                                                           
OFFERING           What is This Lovely Fragrance       P Manz              
Our attendance in worship is an offering we make to the Lord. During the 
offering, we invite you to record your attendance with us this morning by 

signing your name in the maroon Friendship pad in each pew.   
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE         As They Offered Gifts Most Rare (v. 3) 
As they offered gifts most rare at the manger, rude and bare,  

so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,  
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ to thee, our heavenly king.  

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   Kelly Parker 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 
We have heard the story of our Savior’s birth, a story we tell each 
year to remind us that you are a gift to our lives.  

 Take these gifts we place before you and use them for your service.   
We pray this prayer in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 On earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day, our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
NINTH READING   John 1:1-14      Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
*HYMN #132             Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  
 
*ANNOUNCEMENTS 
              
*BENEDICTION 
 The love, peace and hope of Christ is illumined. 
 Let us take each of those into the world,  
 Becoming beacons for the world as we walk toward the manger. 
   
POSTLUDE  Let All Together Praise Our God                     P. Manz 
_______________________________________________________________ 
A warm and sincere welcome to one and all! It is a genuine pleasure to gather 
as God’s people, to open ourselves to the presence of God and to praise God 

with loving hearts. 
 
The Flowers are given in memory of Sigmund Trust Robeson, Sr., Sigmund 

Trust Robeson, Jr., Roger Love Robeson, and Flora Robeson. 
 

All late arrivals to worship will be seated during the first hymn, after the time 
with Children or during the hymn following the Homily. For those who exit the 
sanctuary during worship please remember that all the doors of our church are 
locked during worship, except the Sanctuary doors that lead directly into the 
narthex.  If you need access to any other doors, please see an usher who will be 
glad to accommodate you. 
 
 


