
                             
BIBLE STUDIES 
 Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 7:30a in Session Room 

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 8:30a in Parlor Studying First 
Corinthians By Melissa Spoelstra 

 Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 2:30p in Parlor 
  Studying Armor of God 

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday at 9:15a in Session Room Studying 
scripture using Disciple Ministry: Old Testament 

All of these Bible studies are open to anyone wishing to deepen his or her faith.  
Please talk to Ben about which Bible study would be best for you as we are all called 

to nurture our faith in Christ through the discipline of studying scripture. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The church library is being updated and reorganized, and there are many 
books that are being discarded. These books are either in bad shape, 
out of date, duplicates of other copies, or not being used. 
Please visit the library and take any of the books that you would like 
to keep. The available copies are labeled as discards. We're happy to 
give these treasures new "homes!"  

 
Please support the Backpack Buddies program through donations and/or 

volunteering.  Additional information is in the February Messenger 
and on the church bulletin board.  Please contact the church office or 
David Anderson (252-883-1500) for more details. 

 
SAVE THE DATE 
 TODAY: Worship Committee Meeting at 2:30p in the Session Room. 
  

Saturday, February 18 - Sunday, February 19: Confirmation Retreat, Camp 
New Hope, Chapel Hill. As part of their Confirmation Journey, 
confirmands Parker Brown, Mary Marshall Martin, Ross 
Pennington, Cynthia Ribustello, Carter Sessoms, & James Whitehurst 
will take part in the retreat. It is a time to foster growth both communal 
and spiritually. They will be joined by leaders Ben Kane, Lillie 
Anderson, Dr. Jim Winslow, and Faye Price. Please pray for our 
confirmands through their journey. 

 
Sunday, February 19: Rev. Jordan Davis will be preaching at HMPC while 

Ben is on the Confirmation Retreat.  Jordan is the Church Relations 
Coordinator for Union Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Richmond and a friend of HMPC.   

                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOWARD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

303 East St. James Street 
Tarboro, North Carolina 27886 
Telephone:  252-823-4138/4139 

Website:  www.howardmemorial.org 
 

THE SESSION 
Benjamin Kane, Moderator 

C.W. Mayo, IV, Clerk of Session (2018) 
 

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION 
Christian Education 

Faye Price (2019) 
Bonnie Whitehurst (2018) 

Congregational Life 
Susan Roberson (2019) 

Ellen Clark (2018) 
Facilities 

Harry Doughtie (201 
Greg Sessoms (2017) 

Finance and Stewardship 
Tom Cordle (2017) 
Beth Brinson (2018) 

Bill Clark (2018) 
Membership Development  

Kelly Parker (2016) 
Mission and Christian Service 

David Anderson (2019) 
Michael Peters (2019)  

Worship 
Adam Schultz (2018) 

Ellington Smoot (2017) 
(Elder Class in parentheses) 

 
Staff 

Pastor………………………...……………Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
Children’s Education & Music Director………..………Katie Schultz 
Director of Music/Organist.…………………………Bill Hilderbrandt 
Office Administrator and Finance..……………………...Angie Gregg 
Sexton………………………………………………… Arthur Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          

 
 
 

 
 

“We are united in the belief that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and in the 
transforming power of God's love and grace. We seek to follow the Word of God 

and remain committed to service and mission both locally and beyond." 
 

February 12, 2017 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Rev. Benjamin E.E. Kane 
    

GATHERING 
 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
      The Lord be with you! 
      And also with you! 
  Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ.   
 
     PRELUDE      "Praise Him, Praise Him" 
    Cherub Choir                 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come all of you, into the presence of the Lord 
where the word of God speaks peace  
to those who are worthy 
and those who think they are not. 
Come, hear the word of the Lord, 
who opens to everyone wisdom and life, 
a gospel not proclaimed from human origin 
but from the heart of Christ, our healer and redeemer. 

                      



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 

Holy and life-giving God, 
Who hears the prayers of those in distress 
And of those who sing for joy, 
We give you thanks for the ever-enlarging fellowship of your people, 
For your streadfast love for all creation, 
And for the many ways your healing comes to us; 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen .                           

  
 *HYMN #610                   O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
  
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Do not desert the One who calls you 
in the grace of Christ, 
but tremble before God’s holy splendor, 
speaking your confession with humility and trust.   

                      
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Merciful God, 
our fault is always before you 
and our lack of faith apparent. 
We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves, 
we have not done the things that we intended to do, 
and we have not loved you. 
We have squandered time and purpose. 
Give us new life, renew our direction, heal our broken 
intentions. 
Forgive us, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

                          
RESPONSE OF CONFESSION                

      Spirit of the Living God                                  Hymn #288 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
DECLARATION AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

The Lord our God keeps covenant with all who cry out for mercy, 
Through Christ Jesus and in communion with the whole church 
answering repentance with absolution, 
I now say to you what God has proclaimed: 
In the name of Jesus our sins are forgiven.   
   

*RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE                                      Hymn #581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

THE WORD 
TIME WITH CHILDREN                                               Katie Schultz
                                                               
                                                      
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                          Fran Thompson
 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray.                                             

 
FIRST READING                     Luke 7:1-10   
                  
ANTHEM                    How Can I Keep from Singing            
                  R. Lowry/arr.J. Althouse 
                                     (Text may be found Hymn # 821) 
 
SECOND READING                Luke 7:18-35 
                                                                          
HOMILY               “The Big Questions”   Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane
                          
*HYMN #796      We Come to you for Healing, Lord     
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                             Apostle’s Creed                                       

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
 
 
 

 
THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERING          
Our attendance in worship is an offering we make to the Lord. During the 
offering, we invite you to record your attendance with us this morning by 

signing your name in the maroon Friendship pad in each pew. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM     "Little Things" 
           Alleluia Singers 

       
 
 
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                             Hymn #606                                                                                                 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                             Greg Sessoms 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord, you are great and greatly to be praised. 
Receive these gifts of gratitude and joy 
and use them in the service of the gospel 
and for the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 On earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day, our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

*HYMN #39                                Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
              
*BENEDICTION   
  . 
POSTLUDE                     Fughetta on TRURO                             arr. H. Helvey 
__________________________________________________________________
  

A warm and sincere welcome to one and all! It is a genuine pleasure to gather as 
God’s people, to open ourselves to the presence of God and to praise God with 

loving hearts. 
 

Flowers are given in memory of Lisa Sykes Leland 
 

 
 
THOSE ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 
Head Usher: Greg Sessoms 
Acolyte: Stephen Ribustello 
Greeters: Fran & IV Thompson 
Children’s Church: Susan Roberson & Avery Sorie 




