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OPENING LETTER

The phrase “Annual Report” rarely elicits excitement. Nowhere in
scripture does a sentence begin, “The crowds gathered as the An-
nual Report began to be read.” Yet, churches offer Annual Reports 
each year. 

It is true that the words annual report never appear in scripture and 
we’d probably hum right along if we didn’t create one each year, but 
I sense having a copy of what took place during the year carves out 

a portion of Howard Memorial’s history in the annuals of time. In this Annual Report you’ll 
find pictures that remind you of what God led us to do this year; you’ll also find a record of 
the events, ministries, programs, annual events, worship services, Sunday school classes, sum-
mer programs, deaths, and additions to our congregation.

While it might not elicit screams of joy, an annual report does give our future members a 
clearer glimpse of who we are—and who they are. By putting down the memories we cre-
ated alongside God, we paint a picture of Tarboro and HMPC in 2018. We begin to see that 
pictures are worth a thousand words and stories capture the essence of a particular period in 
our shared history.

It has been a joy to be your pastor. As of May of 2019 I will have been HMPC’s pastor for 
five years. The journey that began in 2014 is bearing fruit — some of which burst forth with 
a little water and sunlight and some of which took rolling up our sleeves and getting our 
hands dirty. What I will write is that after five years I know God is alive and actively engaged 
with the members of HMPC as we look forward to the new year while giving thanks for the 
previous one.

I pray this Annual Report does elicit some joy and excitement. So that when you see the pic-
tures and read the stories your memory is jogged and you realize how good God is and what 
great things God has called HMPC to be and do.

Your Pastor,

 
Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane

THE  SESSION
benjamin kane, moderator

bonnie whitehurst, clerk of session (2018)

Christian Education
faye price (2019) 

john brooks (2020)

Congregational Life 
susan roberson (2019)

ellen clark (2018)

Facilities
harry doughtie (2017)

c.w. mayo (2018) 

Finance and Stewardship 
david anderson (2019)

beth brinson (2018)
bill clark (2020)

Membership Development 
kelly parker (2019) 

Mission and Christian Service
hazel pennington (2020)

michael peters (2019)

Worship 
adam schultz (2018) 
jim winslow (2020) 

Elder Class in parentheses.

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
benjamin kane

Office Administrator
angie gregg

Children’s Christian Education
carrie lyon

Youth Director 
maddie beadell

Facilities
ray & brenda dickens

Director of Music
bill hilderbrandt

Communications Coordinator
anna vaughn kincheloe



JANUARY

FESTIVE FUN & FOOD! The Christmas Supper & Sing-a-long was a wonderful gathering with a 
delicious meal and beautiful music, enjoyed by nearly a hundred of us! Thanks to Bill for sharing 
his talents for the sing-a-long, and to Carrie Lyon, Kate Brittain and Michael Peters for their parts 
in the program. Also, many thanks to the Conetoe Methodist Church ladies who did their signature 
“country cooking” and to the following members who provided centerpieces: Mary Louise Batch-
elor, Beth Cantrell, Ellen Clark, Martha Creech, Betsy Davis, Bill Hilderbrandt, Gail Hussey, Linda 
Goines, Linda Jenkins, Kelly Parker, Bonnie Whitehurst, and Nancy Whitehurst. The Christmas 
centerpieces  — favorites from home — certainly added to the festive spirit of an evening filled with 
fun and fellowship!
 

FEBRUARY

YOUTH MINISTRY:  January 12th to the 14th, two of 
the middle school youth with myself and Dr. Winslow 
were in Raleigh at First Presbyterian Church participating 
in Raleigh Youth Mission. During the mission trip, we 
went to Oak City Outreach to serve food, interact with 
the folks there, and play games. While we were at Oak 
City Outreach we also sorted some of the donated items 
so that other volunteers would be able to make bags for 
people to take with them. The second part of our day was 
spent organizing, writing cards, and making bags for the 
Presbyterian Prison Ministry for Women. Carissa said her 
favorite part was helping the people at Oak City Out-
reach. She enjoyed seeing everyone being reunited and 
having fun together at the shelter. She said that the best 
part wasn’t the service, the best part was connecting with 
the people we were serving. Overall we had an eventful 
trip that helped us learn and grow in our faith. - Maddie 
Beadell

LENTEN LECTURES: Lent began on February 14, Ash 
Wednesday! This year, adults and youth, explored popu-
lar sayings that miss the point in the study: Half Truths; 
God Helps Those Who Helps Themselves and Other Thing 
the Bible Doesn’t Say, by Adam Hamilton.

Our speakers this year were familiar to most of the con-
gregation since they were a part of the HMPC family (or 

have been and are still connected). Join Rita Shaffer, Debbie Lamm, Betsy Davis, Brookes Peters and 
Jim Winslow as they lead us in our study. Dinner began each Wednesday at 6p provided by various 
groups in the church. The programs followed at 6:30p. The Lenten study dates, topics and speakers 
are listed below. 

February 14: Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper — Speaker: Rev. Ben Kane
February 21: Everything Happens for a Reason — Speaker: Rita Shaffer
February 28: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves — Speaker: Dr. Debbie Lamm
March 7: God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle — Speaker: Betsy Davis
March 14: God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It  — Speaker: Dr. Brookes Peters
March 21: Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin — Speaker: Dr. Jim Winslow



MARCH

SCOUTS: 2018 started off with a bang for Pack and 
Troop 49. January and February were very busy and 
exciting months. In January, the pack held the annual 
Pinewood Derby where all the boys made and deco-
rated their own car to race. There were six best in show 
winners for the most creative car: Levi Ward, Miles 
Pachnar, Noe Harrington, Rook James, Nathan Lynn 
and Andrew Sessoms. The top three overall race win-
ners were: 3rd Dylan Moore, 2nd Gavin Ward and 1st 
Ewan Poyner!! The boys displayed great sportsmanship 
and had lots of fun racing.

The troop attended the 1st Annual Winter MUCA 
Camporee where the boys spent their days taking 
numerous merit badge classes and in their free time, 
playing lots of yard football and sitting by the campfire. 
Pack and Troop 49 had seven leaders who taught vari-
ous merit badges and several older boys who helped 
with the first time campers program where 18 of Pack 
49 Webelos 2’s camped with the troop for the first time.

February started off with Scouting for Food at Food 
Lion where the cub scouts spent all day collecting non 
perishable items. Over 2530lbs of food was collected 
and donated to TCO.

Over 20 boy scouts and 50 cub scouts participated in 
the annual Scout Sunday where the Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor was as held for Anderson Sessoms. Anderson 
is the 105th Eagle Scout for Troop 49. For Anderson’s 
Eagle Project, he created and stocked a clothes closet at 
Stocks Elementary School.

The Arrow of Light is the highest rank in Cub Scouting and is the only patch that can be worn on the Boy 
Scout uniform. Pack 49 had 16 Webelos earn the Arrow of Light rank and a total of 18 scouts who crossed 
over into the troop.

Since the troop has doubled overnight, you will see many more scouts than normal on a Wednesday eve-
ning. This is a wonderful position to be in and we thank all the parents and leaders who make this possible.   
- Andrea Sessoms

APRIL

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: March was such an exciting 
time! We attended Lenten lectures on Wednesday nights and learned 
about the Holy Week preceding Easter. Children made flowers to remind 
them of the garden of Gethsemane, roosters to remind them that God 
always loves them, just as He stilled loved Peter when the rooster crowed. 
We even made a resurrection garden to take home! We also learned a new 
song that we sang on Palm Sunday. April brought new lessons and excite-
ment. As the weather warmed up, we learned in Sunday School about 
Paul and Jesus’ work in his life, as well as what he did for believers. In 
Wondrous Wednesdays we continued to sing together, eat together and 
work on building friendships with other amazing believers!

UNION PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY ANNOUNCES 
NEW TRUSTEES CHAIR AND MEMBERS: 
Edward Roberson is the new Board of Trustees Chair. The 
2018 leadership at Union Presbyterian Seminary has close 
ties to Howard Memorial. Edward was elected chair of the 
board of trustees in November 2017. The two new trustees 
are Christopher Edmonston and Peter Bynum. Edmonston 
served as a minister at Howard Memorial from 2004 - 2011 
and Bynum was a seminary intern during the summer of 

2009. On assuming the post of chair, Roberson said “I think that we are in a golden era at the seminary. 
It has to do with the work that goes on in that place… by the students, the faculty, the staff, the board, 
and donors. “Everybody is focused and working in harmony,” he said, “which I think may be a rare thing 
in institutions of higher learning.” He describes the first board meeting that he chaired with a clear sense 
of appreciation. “It was a retreat to develop a roadmap, a strategic plan for the next five years,” he said. 
“It went very well, and I was happy with the response. The board was intensely involved, and we got a lot 
done.” 

“Things are good.” Roberson describes the work of the seminary as being “like a complex symphony, 
with variation on themes played every day. President Brian Blount is maestro, leading this place in 
such harmony. The result,” he said, “is melodic.” Roberson, a 1971 graduate of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, comes to the chair position after a 35-year career as part owner of an insurance 
agency in Tarboro. He remains active in Howard Memorial Presbyterian Church and in a range of com-
munity activities in and around Tarboro. “My main avocation these days is this seminary job,” he said. 
“And I believe it was divinely directed. I retired from my job the day I accepted the call to be the chair.” 
He will serve in the position through December 2018. Roberson presented to the Rev. Ben Kane a re-
cently published history of the seminary to be placed in the church library. A Copious Fountain, by the 
Rev William B Sweetser, Jr. tells the evolutionary story of the 200 year old seminary as well as focusing 
on the history of the Presbyterian Church in the American South.



MAY

SPRINGTIME GATHERINGS: Our mid-May 
fellowship events — a Porch Party, Friday 
with Friends, and Saturday Sippin’ — were 
all well-attended and lots of fun!  The LeFiles’ 
beautiful home was a perfect setting for the 
Porch Party. (Thank you, Diane and Lenny!)  
And Tarboro Brewing Company was an ideal 
location for friends to gather on Friday eve-
ning and Saturday afternoon. What delight-
ful spring evenings of fun and fellowship for 
adults of all ages!

5K FOR TCO RECAP: We had a wonderful time and a very successful 11th annual Movin’ for Commu-
nity Outreach 5K on Saturday, April 7, 2018. Almost 70 runners and walkers, and many more volunteers, 
church members, and friends, braved the weather to have fun and support Tarboro Community Outreach. 
The weather may have kept some runners home, but it did not keep us from having a good time or from 
being able to contribute $11,000 to TCO! This race is an important fundraiser for TCO and Sister Mary 
Ann and several residents came out for the start and to cheer for runners and walkers as they crossed the 
finish line. We look forward to seeing everyone again next year! The Mission Committee provided a meal 
to ECU’s Ukirk students on Thursday, April 12, 2018 at HMPC. Four students, including our own Mad-
die Beadell, were at HMPC to prepare for the worship service they led on Sunday, April 22, 2018. We 
hope the abundance of good food will help to encourage them to come back often.



JULY 

SANCTUARY HANDICAP RAMP: The Facilities Committee and 
the Session worked together to address a need in our congregation: 
the updating of our handicap ramp. After considering different 
options, the Session approved the proposal by Charles Ainsley, a 
local contractor to remove our current ramp and the build a new 
ramp that is ADA (American Disabilities Act) approved. It still 
comes out from the side of the church by the playground, only 
now it will make a 90 degree turn and slope downward at a lower 
grade before connecting with the sidewalk that runs along the 
playground. 

YOUTH TRIPS: Our summer trips have started off with 
a bang in St. Simons Island, Georgia where we learned 
about God’s beautiful creation and how we can take care 
of that creation. Thank you so much for all the prayers and 
support that allowed us to get to Georgia and back home 
safely. It was so great to see the Lord working in our youth 
during our time in St. Simons. Our summer continues this 
month at Massanetta middle school youth conference on 
July 10th through July 13th in Massanetta Springs, Virgin-
ia. Then we are on to Montreat high school youth confer-

ence on July 15th through the 21st at Montreat College in Black Mountain, North Carolina. We are 
very excited to continue our travels; please keep us in your prayers.

JUNE

ALBEMARLE SPRING LUNCHEON RECAP: A performance by the Stocks Elementary Chorus, under 
the direction of our own Katie Shultz, was the highlight of HMPC’s Albemarle Spring Luncheon on 
May 8th! Approximately 50 elementary students provided a beautiful program, with all musical pieces 
focusing on “Kindness.” Students wore t-shirts imprinted with the message, “You don’t need a cape to 
be a hero. You just need to care.” Everyone who attended the luncheon — both HMPC members & 
friends — enjoyed a delicious meal, the touching musical performance, and a delightful time together.



AUGUST

VBS 2018 RECAP: 
Vacation Bible School was 
a complete hit! Dr. Brooks 
helped our theme come to 
life by building us a mag-
nificent indoor waterfall. 
Thanks to the help of ter-
rific volunteers and gener-
ous donations from our 

congregation, we had delicious snacks, a fantastic arts and crafts sta-
tion, and a divine story telling area. We dove deep into bible stories of 
God’s Promises to us with Bible Challenge. We splashed, ran and had 
good, old fashioned fun in Bible Games. Our kids learned and sang 
great songs and met and connected with other believers. On the last 

day all the kids had a Splash-tastic time with water games, a sprinkler and super soakers! I believe we all 
left the week feeling like our time just wasn’t long enough!! Thanks to all for your prayers, your contri-
butions, and your time! - Carrie Lyon 

MONTREAT & MASSANETTA YOUTH  
CONFERENCES: The youth had so much fun and grew 
so much during the summer conferences this year. Mas-
sanetta and Montreat were great as usual, we can’t wait 
to go back next year! On August 2nd and 3rd, the youth 
had a lock-in at the church. Also this month, the youth 
worked on repainting and redecorating the youth room 
— be sure to stop by and see our progress!

SEPTEMBER

RALLY DAY: What is Rally Day? It’s just 
for kids isn’t it? Taking the last question 
first: No, rally day isn’t just for kids. It is 
for everyone in the church. Now to an-
swer the first question so you can see why 
it is for everyone. Webster’s Dictionary 
defines “rally” as:

1) a verb: to draw or call together for a  
common purpose
2) a noun: a renewal of energy in joint 
action

During the summer, our many activi-
ties and vacations and events continually 
draw congregational members away from 
each other — especially on weekends. 
Come the end of summer, we are ready 
for “a renewal of energy!” That’s why at 
HMPC, we set aside one special day to 

“rally” — to “draw together for a common purpose.” This year, Rally Day was September 9 as each 
class invites returning members and prospective members to come to the class during Sunday School 
hour for refreshments and information about the year ahead. However, Rally Day doesn’t stop there. 
During the 11a Worship Service, there is the Blessing of the Backpacks, Bible Presentation to our 
Third Graders and prayers for our teachers. But Rally Day isn’t just for Christian Education. There 
are many programs and ministry opportunities available to our congregation as we grow in our 
spiritual life and commitment to the church. These opportunities are highlighted in an unique way, 
drawing us together with renewed energy for the common purpose of growing, connecting, and 
serving God at HMPC and beyond.



NOVEMBER

ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH PICNIC: This year, the Annual All Church Picnic took place on October 7th at 
the Cherry Family Farm. Hayrides, fishing and games took place alongside the wonderful meal and fellow-
ship. Many thanks to C.W. Mayo for capturing these great photos at the event!

OCTOBER 

STEWARDSHIP 2019: SHARING IN GOD’S MIRACLES: Welcome to the Season of Stewardship at 
Howard Memorial Presbyterian Church — where our church family was encouraged to share in God’s 
miracles as we join God’s mission to support and sustain our church. Stewardship events:

October 7: Stewardship Kick-off Sunday
October 21: Stewardship Dedication Sunday

God invites all of us to share in God’s miracles. Whether it is taking five loaves and two fish and  
turning those into a meal for 5,000 as Jesus did or our invitation to give our time, talents, and resources 
to the church, God takes what we offer and turns it into gifts for the church, our community, and the 
world. During the Stewardship Season, members are encouraged to consider prayerfully what gifts they 
can offer to the church. Can you increase your pledge? Can you volunteer? No matter what we bring as 
our offering, God multiplies it.

“Taking the five loaves and two fish, Jesus looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves… 
and all ate and were filled.”

Matthew 14:19-20

FALL ALBEMARLE LUNCHEON: The program was a 
presentation by Maureen O’Neill, “Pastel Veils,” in which 
she discussed her series of artwork that is inspired by the 
Celtic tradition and belief in “thin places,” or spaces where 
the distance between heaven and earth is close. In these 
spaces the veil is momentarily lifted and we see “God 
shaped space.” In her work the idea of the veil is connected 
to the experience of the landscape and interior spaces.

COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE: This year, 
the annual community-wide 
service was held in 
our santuary.



DECEMBER

DINNER WITH MARY & JOSEPH: Kids and parents ate dinner, experienced the story of 
Mary & Joseph through dramatic presentation and enjoyed a variety of Christmas activities!

CHANCEL CHOIR CANTATA: “GOD CAME NEAR: The Miracle and Majesty of Christmas”
Music by Tom Fettke. Narration text by Max Lucado. Travel back in time when Christ, the Son of 
God, became man. Based on the iconic Christmas writings by best-selling author Max Lucado, this 
new musical from veteran composer/arranger Tom Fettke features a blend of new songs, classic texts, 
and beloved carols. The result is a magnificent and unforgettable celebration of the Incarnation. It all 
happened in a moment — a most remarkable moment —when God came near.

FLOOD RECOVERY GIFT: Hurricane Floyd and the flood 
that followed devastated our town and this congregation 
and brought along uncertainty and a long list of what 
seemed to be insurmountable challenges. In the aftermath 
of Hurricane Floyd there was a quick response from the 
membership and from friends across the region and be-
yond. This response came in many forms including mon-
ey to finance repairs that came from expected and unex-
pected sources. As the restoration of our facilities came to 
a successful end, we saw that there was money left over. 
Therefore the Session created a fund to help other church-
es affected by natural disasters. Since 1999, this congrega-
tion has “paid it forward,” helping other congregations to 
meet what seem to be their insurmountable challenges.
   Our attention was most recently drawn to the plight of 
Church of the Covenant in Spring Lake, NC. For more 
than 100 years, this congregation worshipped in their pic-
turesque frame sanctuary on the banks of the Little River. 
This congregation is now suffering devastation, uncer-
tainty, and a long list of what seem to be insurmountable 
challenges brought on by the floodwaters of Hurricane 
Florence. Their flooded sanctuary was shown on national 
TV. It was recognized as the Presbyterian Church where 
the Rev. David Fairley — great grandfather of Edward 
Roberson — ministered for 53 years, from 1859 to 1912. 
It was then that Rev. Ben Kane approached the HMPC 
Mission Committee and then the Session to approve mak-
ing a donation to the Church of the Covenant’s recovery.

   Ben Kane and some of the Roberson family made the trek to Spring Lake to deliver our gift. We 
were welcomed by a delegation of appreciative church members. The Rev. Howard Dudley, the great-
great grandson of the Rev. Fairley, and minister at First Presbyterian Church Dunn, spoke to the 
assembled crowd about the impact that this church had made on generations of his family. Ben Kane 
spoke for Howard Memorial, expressing our support and presenting the gift. It was a poignant day of 
giving and receiving and thanksgiving for God’s grace.  — Edward Roberson

REMEMBERING

We lovingly remember HMPC members who have died in the past year:

Berrie Williams
Kathryn Howard

Bryan Haislip
Marilyn Gammons

Frances Austin
John Lewis Ridgeway




