
BIBLE STUDIES 
 Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 7:30a in Session Room 

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 8:30a in Parlor Studying 1 
Peter 

 Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 2:30p in Parlor 
  Studying 12 Armor of God 

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday at 9:15a in Session Room 
studying lectionary passages and the art of writing 

 

All of these Bible studies are open to anyone wishing to deepen his or her 
faith.  Please talk to Ben about which Bible study would be best for you as 
we are all called to nurture our faith in Christ through the discipline of 
studying scripture. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
It is a joy and honor to welcome Rev. Haywood Holderness back to 
Howard Memorial.  Haywood grew up at HMPC and we are delighted he’s 
here to preach this morning.  After serving Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Durham for over 35 years, Haywood retired and he and his wife, 
Mary still reside in Durham.     
 
SAVE THE DATE 

Wednesday, January 4: First Wednesday Potluck “Faith, Family 
and God: How We Pass Faith on to the Next Generation” 
will be our program this month.  Rev. Ben will lead a 
conversation about how faith development involves the 
entire congregation.  Using scripture as our guide, we’ll 
investigate how faith develops and how important each of 
us are in passing faith on to the next generation.  

 
                               
 
 
                                          
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOWARD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
303 East St. James Street 

Tarboro, North Carolina 27886 
Telephone:  252-823-4138/4139 

Website:  www.howardmemorial.org 
 

THE SESSION 
Benjamin Kane, Moderator 

C.W. Mayo, IV, Clerk of Session (2018) 
 

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION 
Christian Education 
Lynn Taylor (2016) 

Bonnie Whitehurst (2018) 
Congregational Life 

Ellen Clark (2018) 
Martha Creech (2016) 

Facilities 
Harry Doughtie (2017) 
Greg Sessoms (2017) 

Finance and Stewardship 
Tom Cordle (2017) 
Beth Brinson (2018) 

Bill Clark (2018) 
Membership Development  

Ellington Smoot (2017) 
Mission and Christian Service 

Kelly Parker (2016) 
Worship 

Carnell Lamm (2016) 
Adam Schultz (2018) 

(Elder Class in parentheses) 
 

Staff 
Pastor………………………...……………Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
Children’s Education & Music Director………..………Katie Schultz 
Director of Music/Organist.…………………………Bill Hilderbrandt 
Office Administrator and Finance..……………………...Angie Gregg 
Sexton………………………………………………… Arthur Walker 
                 
 
 
 
                                        
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      

                                                                            
 

“We are united in the belief that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and in the 
transforming power of God's love and grace. We seek to follow the Word of 

God and remain committed to service and mission both locally and 
beyond." 

 
January 1, 2017 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Rev. Haywood Holderness 

    
GATHERING 

 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
      The Lord be with you! 
      And also with you! 
  Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ.   
 
 
     PRELUDE    Silent Night   W. Held  
             
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 For a child has been born for us,  
 a son given to us;  
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.                                
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY                            
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
  
 Almighty God,  
 Christ you Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  
 May we receive Christ into our lives 
 and become your blessed children through him. 
 And walk in the light you have sent into our world. Amen.  
 
 *HYMN #143        Angels, from the Realms of Glory   
  
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 As we celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior,  

let us acknowledge our failure to receive him fully into our 
world as we confess our sins.                         

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                           

Almighty God, we confess that our hearts have not been open to 
all you have revealed to us in the Nativity of your Son. You sent 
Christ to be born as a helpless child, and yet we have not 
attended to the suffering of our children and your world.  You 
chose humble Mary to be mother of our Lord Jesus, and yet we 
have not attended to the struggles of women and mothers 
throughout the world. Forgive our lack of attention, and free us 
for joyful compassion so we might know Christ in serving 
others. Amen.  
(Silent prayers.) 

 
RESPONSE OF CONFESSION                

O Holy Child of Bethlehem                                                     Hymn #121 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  

 
DECLARATION AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS              
 Isaiah foretold the good news that is now proclaimed to us:  

The Lord has comforted the people and redeemed Jerusalem.  
In the name of Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.  

 
 

*RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE                                     Hymn #132 
Good Christian Friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

Now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He had opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.  

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!  
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN           Katie Schultz
                                                                                                 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                          

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.                                                    

 
FIRST READING                    Luke 2:1-20                 
 
ANTHEM    On Christmas Night All Christians Sing           Sussex Carol                     
                                                          
HOMILY     Rev. Haywood Holderness
                          
*HYMN #123          It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
          
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostle’s Creed                                

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sittith on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                       
THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERING 
    
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Still, Still, Still       P. Manz                                                                           
                             
*DOXOLOGY                                                 Hymn #606                                                                                                 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise… 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and 
forever. Amen.  

SANCTUS 
 Holy, holy , holy, Lord God of Host,  
 Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory;  
 Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 On earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day, our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  

 
SENDING 

*HYMN #119           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
              
*BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE   Postlude for Christmas                  L. Smith 
_____________________________________________________  

A warm and sincere welcome to one and all! It is a genuine pleasure to 
gather as God’s people, to open ourselves to the presence of God and to 

praise God with loving hearts. 
 

The flowers are given in memory of Dr. Howard S. Hussey, Jr., Jean 
Miller Hussey, Alice Leigh Hussey, Susan W. Hussey, Howard S. Hussey, 

Margaret Pennington Hussey, Frank T. Scott, and Gladys D. Scott. 
 
All late arrivals to worship will be seated during the first hymn, after the 
time with Children or during the hymn following the Homily. For those who 
exit the sanctuary during worship please remember that all the doors of our 
church are locked during worship, except the Sanctuary doors that lead 
directly into the narthex.  If you need access to any other doors, please see 
an usher who would be glad to accommodate you.   


