
BIBLE STUDIES 
 Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 7:30a in Session Room 

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 8:30a in Parlor Studying First 
Corinthians By Melissa Spoelstra 

 Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 2:30p in Parlor 
  Studying Armor of God 

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday at 9:15a in Session Room Studying 
scripture using Disciple Ministry: Old Testament 

All of these Bible studies are open to anyone wishing to deepen his or her faith.  
Please talk to Ben about which Bible study would be best for you as we are all 
called to nurture our faith in Christ through the discipline of studying scripture. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Confirmation Class begins today.  Please pray for Parker Brown,   
            Mary Marshall Martin, Ross Pennington, Cynthia Ribustello, 
            Carter Sessoms & James Whitehurst. Confirmation  class is a 
            10 week class and Confirmation Sunday is April 9th. 

 
June Leland is teaching “What’s So Amazing About Grace?” by 

Phillip Yancey, at Calvary Episcopal Church beginning Monday 
January 23rd. at 12 noon: All are welcome.                               

 
Rev. Vanessa Hawkins. This morning we welcome Rev. Hawkins who 
  is the Associate for Nurturing Ministries with New Hope 

Presbytery.  She is leading our Elders Retreat this afternoon and 
we are grateful she’s helping lead worship this morning. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

TODAY: Ordination and Installation of Elders Service. During our 
worship we will ordain Michael Peters and install David 
Anderson, Kelly Parker, Faye Price and Susan Roberson as the 
Elder Class of 2019.    

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 29th following worship. 
 Youth Chili Luncheon and Dessert Auction following worship 

and the meeting.  The youth will cook tasty chili and auction 
sumptuous desserts as they fundraise for their summer trips to 
Montreat and a Mission Trip.  Cost is $5/person or $20/family.  

Wednesday, February 1: First Wednesday Potluck,”Talk of the Town: 
Intersection of Faith and Education in Tarboro.” Join us as we 
discuss the future of education in Edgecombe County with 
members of our community.  We’ll talk specifically about how 
faith communities can and should be involved in local public 
education. 

Sunday, February 5: Scout Sunday and Souper Bowl of Caring.  Scout 
Troop 49 will lead our worship service.  We will also take up the 
SouperBowl of Caring Offering that benefits the Meals on 
Wheels program here in Edgecombe County. Please give 
generously.  

 
  
 

 
HOWARD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

303 East St. James Street 
Tarboro, North Carolina 27886 
Telephone:  252-823-4138/4139 

Website:  www.howardmemorial.org 
 

THE SESSION 
Benjamin Kane, Moderator 

C.W. Mayo, IV Clerk of Session (2018) 
 

COMMITTEES OF THE SESSION 
Christian Education 
Lynn Taylor (2016) 

Bonnie Whitehurst (2018) 
Congregational Life 

Ellen Clark (2018) 
Martha Creech (2016) 

Facilities 
Harry Doughtie (2017) 
Greg Sessoms (2017) 

Finance and Stewardship 
Tom Cordle (2017) 
Beth Brinson (2018) 

Bill Clark (2017) 
Membership Development  

Ellington Smoot (2017) 
Mission and Christian Service 

Kelly Parker (2016) 
Worship 

Carnell Lamm (2016) 
Adam Schultz (2018) 

(Elder Class in parentheses) 
 

Staff 
Pastor………………………...……………Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
Children’s Education & Music Director………..………Katie Schultz 
Director of Music/Organist.…………………………Bill Hilderbrandt 
Office Administrator and Finance..……………………...Angie Gregg 
Sexton………………………………………………… Arthur Walker       
       
 

Please remember to pick up your Contribution  
Envelopes for 2017. They are located in the office and the 

narthex.                          
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

                                                             
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are united in the belief that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and in the 
transforming power of God's love and grace. We seek to follow the Word of 
God and remain committed to service and mission both locally and beyond." 

 
 
 

January 22, 2017 
Baptism of the Lord with Ordination and Installation of Elders 

Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
    

GATHERING 
 

 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
      The Lord be with you! 
      And also with you! 
  Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ.   
 
     PRELUDE   Prelude on Nettleton                                   P. Manz             
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                
What are you looking for? 
A better job, a bigger house, a smaller car, my cell phone. 
What are you looking for? 
A vacation spot, a quiet moment, my coffee mug. 
What are you looking for? 
Peace, wholeness, love, acceptance. 
What are you looking for? 
We are looking for Jesus. 
Let us worship the One in whom all things are possible. 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY                            
             The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 

God our Parent, 
your voice claims us as your people 
and calls us into new relationships 
with ourselves and others. 
By your Holy Spirit, help us hear your voice speaking to us 
through these words of scripture, hymns and prayers that  
prepare us for your service. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 *HYMN #475                        Come Thou Font of Every Blessing      
  
CALL TO CONFESSION                         

With our feet still wet from the waters of our baptism, we have sinned yet 
again.   
Ever dependent on the grace of God, let us affirm our brokenness 
and trust God’s goodness to carry us through to a new day, with a 
new name, and a new song. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                           
God of our baptismal waters, 
You sent John the Baptist to point to your Son. 
But too often, we abandon his message and point only to ourselves. 
We point to our worship style rather than the God we worship. 
We point to our status rather than your freely given grace. 
We point to our values rather than to you who values everyone.  
We point to our traditions rather than to you who calls us to let go. 
We point to our past rather than to the future you are creating. 
Forgive us, Lord, for pointing in all the wrong directions.  
(Silent prayers.) 
 

 

RESPONSE OF CONFESSION                                                          Hymn #288 
Spirit of the Living God                                                   

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

DECLARATION AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS              
In the name of the Lord, I declare forgiveness. I declare mercy.  
We declare love is stronger than sin and death.  
Sisters and brothers in Christ, believe the good news of the Gospel. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

*RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE                                   Hymn #583 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia.  

 (Sung twice.) 
 

 
THE WORD 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN          Katie Schultz
                                                                                                          
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      Rev. Vanessa Hawkins 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.                                                    

 
FIRST READING                                  Luke 3:1-7 
 
ANTHEM                                 Follow Me                                  J. Carter               
 
SECOND READING             Luke 3:8-22                
                                                          
HOMILY “God’s Heartbeat”             Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane
                          
*HYMN #720   Jesus Calls Us    
  
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 

PRESENTATION 
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
RENUNCIATIONS  
PROFESSION OF FAITH    Apostle’s Creed                                       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sittith on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS 
PRAYER AND DECLARATION OF ORDINATION 
WELCOME AND CHARGE       

 
THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERING     
 
OFFERTORY                    Offertory on Maryton                    N. Johnson   
 
*DOXOLOGY                                               Hymn #606                                                                                                 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, we give thanks for the gift of your Beloved Son, 
the Christ. As we welcome him again into our lives, we commit 
ourselves to the work of his kingdom. Receive the gifts we offer 
as signs of our commitment to live according to Jesus’ good 
news, by which we are redeemed. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day, our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  

 
SENDING 

 

*HYMN #69        I, the Lord of Sea and Sky     
              
*BENEDICTION 
 We’ve been washed clean in the waters of baptism.  
 Let us go with confidence to proclaim God’s Word saying,   

“Everyone is free, everyone is loved, everyone is accepted, and 
everyone is one of God’s children.”     

   
POSTLUDE   Prelude and Fugue in B Flat                        J.S. Bach 
__________________________________________________________  

A warm and sincere welcome to one and all! It is a genuine pleasure to 
gather as God’s people, to open ourselves to the presence of God and to 

praise God with loving hearts. 
 

The flowers are given in memory of Dr. and Mrs. E.L. Roberson, Sr. 
 
THOSE ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY__________________ 
Head Usher: Harry Doughtie 
Acolyte: Mary Liza Sessoms 
Greeters: Mary Alice and Whit Fountain  
Children’s Church: Nusara and Steven Spruill 
 
 
 
 




