
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 We begin the season of Advent with expectant hearts.  
 And so we join the chorus of believers who wait 
 for the coming of the Christ child.  
 Our waiting is full of singing, praying, silence and preparing;  
 as we long for the hope Christ provides.  
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Let us pray.  
  
 Our faith in ages past reminds us that we walk alongside 
 the path blazed by our ancestors who taught us how to pray,  
 and how to obey and how to listen to your word.  We are grateful 
 for their witness that lights our path as we seek to glorify you with  
 every aspect of our lives. Amen.   
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #82                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 We wish to be like Daniel, always penitent and aware of your faith;  
 but sin creeps into our lives, blinding us from you.   

So we come to you, ready to confess our sins against you and one 
another.  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

We love a great story that tells us of the heroes of our faith. Daniel 
and the other great biblical figures are examples of how we should 
live.  But life takes paths away from the upper rooms where we 
should pray; we walk down paths we find more enticing.  Our 
pride, ego and desire for greatness cloud our minds and we fall 
farther away from you.  But you beckon and we can’t help but 
sense your call.  So we come into your presence, eager to feel the 
sweet touch of forgiveness.  (Silent prayers) 

 
RESPONSE OF CONFESSION 
 

O HOLY CHILD OF BETHLEHEM 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 Forgiveness is at hand for all who are truly sorry.   

As we hear the waters of baptism we know we are loved and 
forgiven and so we give thanks to the Triune God.  Amen.  

 
*RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

THE WORD 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 PRESENTATION       Elder Mary Louise Batchelor  

PROFESSION OF FAITH          Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 THE BAPTISM AND WELCOME 
 
Kylie Marie Pierce, daughter of Allison and Joshua Pierce and sister to Lauren 

is presented for the sacrament of Baptism.  The grandparents are Lisa and 
Brian Weathersby.  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     Ann Margaret Taylor 
 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Let us pray.  
 

FIRST READING       Daniel 6: 6-18 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD  
 HYMN #275             A Mighty Fortress is Our God (verses 1 & 4 only) 
 
SECOND READING                             Daniel 6: 19-27 
 

HOMILY                        “Prayer Works?”                 Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
 

*HYMN #847           Our Hope, Our Life 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                   Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sittith on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERING       Pastorale                                     J. Mattheson 

 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

Amen.  
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
  It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise… 

 Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 All glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
SANCTUS:  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord of God of Host, 
 Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory; 
 Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High.   Amen 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 Hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 On earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day, our daily bread;  
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
 Amen.  
 

SENDING  
 

*HYMN #722        Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak 
 

*ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE   The Advent Chorale             F. Mendelssohn 
 

A warm and sincere welcome to one and all!  It is a genuine pleasure to 
gather as God’s people, to open ourselves to the presence of God and to praise 

God with loving hearts.  
 

Following worship we invite you to a reception to celebrate Gail Hussey’s 
retirement from HMPC.  Please go to the Burns Fellowship Hall for a reception 

with Gail and her family.   
 

The flowers are giving in memory of Arthur Thomas Outlaw.    

The greenery in the Sanctuary this morning is given to the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Gertrude McDonald.   

 

The wreaths on the front doors of the church are given to the Glory of God and 
in loving memory of Dene and Roger Whitley.   

 
THOSE ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 
HEAD USHER: Ellen Clark  
ACOLYTE: Hunter Becker  
GREETERS: Melodie and Jim Menke  
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Meredith and Michael Peters 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



BIBLE STUDIES 
 Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 7:30a in Session Room 
 Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 8:30a in Parlor 
  Studying 1 Peter  
 Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday at 2:30p in Parlor 
  Studying 12 Amazing Women of the Bible 

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday at 9:15a in Session Room studying 
lectionary passages and writing.  

 
If you are interested in any of these Bible study, we invite you to learn more by 

talking to Ben about them.  Some are led by members, others are led by Ben; all 
of them focus on deepening our faith in God through the disciplines of reading 

scripture and studying in community. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Confirmation Registration is due December 1 
Parents and Youth: A reminder, the signed Confirmation 
Covenant and completed Registration Form are due in the 
church office by December 1. Once turned in, please pick up a 
copy of the book The Story of God’s Love for Me. The 
proposed reading schedule will be with the book.  

 
SAVE THE DATE 
 

 Sunday, December 4: Rev. Dr. Brian Blount Preaching. Rev. Blount is 
the President of Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond and 
a great friend of HMPC. Rev. Blount will also be teaching 
Sunday school.       

  Breakfast with Mary and Joseph during Sunday school.  
 

  Called Congregational Meeting following worship to hear a 
report from the 2016 Nominating Committee.  

 

Wednesday, December 7: First Wednesday Supper, “Christmas 
Around the World.”  Dinner will be catered, so please sign up 
in church office.  Cost is: $12/adult, $6/child and $24/max per 
family.   

 

Sunday, December 11: Lessons and Carols Worship Service.  Our 
choir will lead us in worship on this Sunday.   

 

 Calvary Parish Presents George Frideric Handels’ Messiah at 
7p at Calvary Episcopal Church.  Members of HMPC’s choir 
have joined with other churches to present this wonderful piece 
for the community.  Admission is free and doors open at 6:15p. 

 

Sunday, December 18: Family Advent Worship Service.  
 

Christmas Eve, December 24: Children and Family Service at 4:30p 
and Candlelight and Communion Service  at 8p.   

 

Sunday, December 25:  Christmas Day Worship at 11a.  This will be a 
casual service of joy and excitement, celebrating the birth of 
Christ.   

 
 
 
 

HOWARD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
303 EAST SAINT JAMES STREET 
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THE SESSION 
Rev. Benjamin Kane, Moderator 

C.W. Mayo, IV, Clerk of Session (2018) 
 
Christian Education         

Lynn Taylor (2016)    
Bonnie Whitehurst (2018)  

Congregational Life   
Ellen Clark (2018) 
Martha Creech (2016)    

Facilities     
Harry Doughtie (2017)    
Greg Sessoms (2017) 

Finance And Stewardship  
Beth Brinson (2017) 
Bill Clark (2017) 
Tom Cordle (2017) 

Membership Development 
Ellington Smoot (2017) 

Mission 
Kelly Parker (2016) 

Worship 
Carnell Lamm (2016) 
Adam Schultz (2018) 
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STAFF 
Pastor      Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 
Children’s Education and Music Director Katie Schultz 
Director of Music and Organist  Bill Hilderbrandt 
Finance Administrator    Gail Hussey 
Sexton      Arthur Walker 
 

A NOTE ABOUT THE SILENCE IN WORSHIP 
In a world full of noise and clatter, we come into this sacred sanctuary to 
experience the Triune God.  It is not an escape from the world but it is also not 
an extension of it.  It is a space God creates.  And we respond by praying, 
singing, confessing, lamenting, praising, reading scripture, preaching and 
extending hospitality to each other.  As a way to perpetuate the sacredness of 
this space and our time together, we’ve incorporated more silence into our 
worship.  God speaks in the silence, when we take the time to listen carefully; 
and in the silence of our lives, we better understand our call as Christians.  The 
silence is a time to think, pray, lament, offer praise or to allow your mind to 
wander.  May the silence be another means through which we glorify our God. 
 

 
 

“We are united in the belief that Jesus Christ is Lord 
and Savior and in the transforming power of God’s love and grace.  We 

seek to follow the Word of God and remain committed to service and 
mission both locally and beyond.”  

 
November 27, 2016 

First Sunday of Advent 
Rev. Benjamin E. E. Kane 

 ________________________________________________________ 
 

GATHERING  
 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  The Lord be with you.  
  And also with you.  
  Grace and peace in the name of Christ.   
 
 

PRELUDE Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence            R. Wilson 
 

The season of Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year.  As we 
anticipate the joy of Christmas morning, celebrating the birth of Jesus we are 
called to wait during Advent.  The scriptures we read, the prayers we pray and 

the hymns we sing all aim to slow us down and make us aware of our 
participation in preparing for Jesus’ birth.  The candles we light at the 

beginning of each service highlight the emotions we experience as we wait.  
This morning on this first Sunday of Advent the candle we light represents hope. 
As you prepare for worship, we invite you to think about what gives you hope in 

this season of Advent. 


